MOUNT CARMEL BOROUGH COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
November 16, 2023


BE IT REMEMBERED that the Borough Council met in a regular session at the Borough Hall, located at 50 West 3rd Street, PA  17851, at the hour of 7:00 pm, Thursday the 16th day of November, 2023 for the purpose of transacting such business that might properly come before it.

CALL TO ORDER
The following officers and members were present:
[bookmark: _Hlk68682363]President Robert Shirmer, Vice-President Leroy Moser, Councilor Charmange Cimino, Councilor David Fantini, Councilor Edward Fegley, Councilor Clement Plisiewicz, Mayor Philip Cimino, and Borough Manager/Secretary Edward T. Cuff, III.

Absent: Councilor Robert Barrett, and Borough Solicitor Mike Smith.

[bookmark: _Hlk74049048]REPORT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION
An executive session was held on November 13, to discuss legal issues.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND MOMENT OF SILENCE
All present pledged allegiance to the flag and a moment of silence. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS
None

NEW BUSINESS
[bookmark: _Hlk70333935][bookmark: _Hlk78276048][bookmark: _Hlk70418147]On a motion by Mrs. Cimino, second by Mr. Fantini, with all members present voting in favor, Borough Council adopted the Administrative Consent Resolution for November 16, 2023. The President of Council offered Council to remove any item from the Administrative Consent Resolution for any reason whatsoever and no objections were raised. The following is list of items on the Administrative Consent Resolution:

1. [bookmark: _Hlk103681557][bookmark: _Hlk53654769]The Borough Council hereby ratifies the payment of invoices as submitted by the Borough Treasurer.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk101257321]The Borough Council hereby approves the Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes held October 16, 2023, and the Regular Borough Council Meeting Minutes held October 19, 2023.

3. The Borough Council hereby approves the $18,000 match for the Strategic Management Planning Program Grant from the Covid 19 Recovery Fund.




The Administrative Consent Resolution for November 16, 2023, was adopted by unanimous consent.

[bookmark: _Hlk147147202][bookmark: _Hlk148078405]NEW BUSINESS:
On a motion by Mr. Plisiewicz, second by Mrs. Cimino, with all members present voting in favor, Borough Council adopted Resolution 2023-12: Authorizing the submittal of a grant application requesting Statewide Local Share Grant for a 2024 Ford F-550 Dump Truck with equipment. 

On a motion by Mr. Moser, second by Mr. Fantini, with all members present voting in favor, Borough Council adopted Resolution 2023-13: Authorizing the submittal of a grant application requesting Statewide Local Share Grant for Renovations of the Mount Carmel Area Community Center.

On a motion by Mr. Moser, second by Mr. Fegley, with all members present voting in favor, Borough Council adopted Resolution 2023-14: Prohibiting the use of tobacco products at borough owned and operated playgrounds and facilities.

On a motion by Mrs. Cimino, second by Mr. Plisiewicz, with all members present voting in favor, Borough Council directed the Borough Manager to advertise Ordinance 2023-01: Fixing the Tax Rate for the Fiscal Year 2024.

On a motion by Mr. Fegley, second by Mrs. Cimino, with all members present voting in favor, except Mr. Moser voted no, Borough Council approve the tentative 2024 Budget with 4% raises and direct the Borough Manager to advertise.

On a motion by Mr. Fantini, second by Mr. Plisiewicz, with all members present voting in favor, Borough Council accepted the recommendation of the PA Department of Transportation to remove the traffic signal at 3rd and Oak streets and install a multi-way stop control for the intersection. The signal warrant analysis report does not meet the warrants for a traffic signal.

On a motion by Mr. Moser, to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission and approve the Architect’s Draft Plans for Handicapped ramps at 2 North Oak Street, provided that they don’t encroach on the PennDOT Right-of-Way and stay within the 5-foot projections. Failed for a lack of a second. Failed for a lack of a second. Council requested a letter to be sent out to the property owner to file for a variance with the Department of Labor and Industry.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Mr. Wascavage stated there is a lot of signs on poles in town and it looks trashy can we do anything about it. Council discussed that if it is in a PennDOT right away they remove them or request the owner to remove them. Council asked if the guys are around town and see them can we grab them. Mr. Cuff stated he would get with the street department.

Nick Gummel asked why nothing was put in the News Item about a theft in Pear between 5th and 6th Streets. The mayor stated they there is an ongoing investigation nothing is put in the paper until someone is arrested.  

Shawn Ryan stated Quince between 3rd and 4th Streets was not fixed from the recent utility. Council asked Mr. Cuff to check it out tomorrow. Also, can we change the one-way sign back the way it used to be.

COUNCIL COMMENTS
Mr. Cimino
· The sweeper will be running the week of the holiday. Don’t make large piles of leases the sweeper cannot pick up piles.
· We are Tring to bring back the sleigh in the Town Park this year.
·  Have a safe and happy holiday

Mr. Cuff
· We will have approximately $40,000 for the demo on the 32 N. Locust. When the Environmental Reviews (ER) is finished we can start the process.
· Red Light at Avenue and Vine Streets is not working. It is temporarily fixed the whole electrical system is outdated and needs to be replaced.
· The Street Committee will have to look at parking in alleys. People cannot access their garages because people are parked across from them.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION
None


ADJOURNMENT
[bookmark: _Hlk152336863]On a motion by Mr. Fegley, second by Mr. Shirmer, with all members present voting in favor, Borough Council adjourned the Regular Meeting at the hour of 7:25 pm.


ATTEST


________________________________________     	
Edward T. Cuff, III
Borough Secretary
